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Q. What is forensics? 

A. Forensics is basically a combination between public speaking, argu-

mentation, and drama.  Students can compete in a variety of events, 

some of which require memorizing and performing a piece (of about 

10 minutes).  Others require making and delivering an argument on 
the spot.  Participants give their performances before a panel of 1-3 

judges, other competitors and, occasionally, observers. 

Q. What are the events in forensics? 

A. While the title and guidelines for some events can vary slightly 
across different leagues, the main forensics events are: 

 Humorous Interpretation: One person delivers a memorized 
piece that is humorous in nature. 

 Dramatic Interpretation: One person delivers a memorized piece 

that is dramatic/serious in nature. 

 Duo Interpretation: Partners deliver a memorized piece that can 

either be serious or comedic. 

 Oral Interpretation/Prose and Poetry: One person delivers two 

different pieces (somewhat memorized), alternating each round. 

One is taken from a work of poetry, the other from a work of 

prose.  These pieces are kept in a small binder - when the per-

former delivers them, they should have the air of reading them 

for the first time, though they should be studied beforehand. 

 Original Oratory: One person delivers an original memorized 

piece that they have written themselves on a topic they are pas-

sionate about. 

 Declamation: One person delivers a memorized speech that was 

previously delivered by another writer, politician, activist, etc., 

putting their own interpretation on  it. 

 Extemporaneous Speaking: One person receives a question each 

round of competition (usually pertaining to politics or 

world/national events) and must prepare and deliver an argument 
in response to the question  Competitors get 30 minutes of prep 

time. 

 

Q. How many tournaments are there in a season? 

A. Madison competes in several different forensics leagues: The Nation-

al Catholic Forensics League (open to public schools), the National 

Speech and Debate Association, and the Virginia High School League.  

There are approximately twelve competitions each year, held mostly on 

Saturdays.  These include invitationals and national qualifiers, which 

many times require overnight travel.   

MCHS Forensics Program 

Did you know? 

MCHS has won the VHSL Wells Fargo Cup for 

academic excellence 20 times since it was first 

awarded 26 years ago.  Forensics, along with the 

MAHI, the yearbook, which is produced each 

year,  is accounted for in the academic calcula-

tion, as well as the newspaper, literary magazine, 

theatre presentations, scholastic bowl competi-

tions, and creative writing samples.  


