
Gifted Education
Madison County Public Schools

“We promise to 
relentlessly pursue 
and unwaveringly 
support the growth 
and learning of 
all members of the 
school community.”  

~August 2006

Madison County Public School Division recognizes that each student is a unique individual 
with different abilities, interests, and learning styles. The school division further believes the 
ultimate goal of education is to provide each student with the skills and knowledge that will 
enable him/her to aspire to the highest level of achievement in his/her chosen endeavors. It 
also recognizes that gifted students are endowed

•  with a combination of cognitive abilities that enable them to advance farther and faster in 
   knowledge acquisition and production of new knowledge than the majority of students; 
•  with creativity that enables them to be fl uent, fl exible, elaborate, and original thinkers and 
   producers; and
•  with task commitment which challenges them to set and achieve goals.

To meet the special needs of gifted learners, from kindergarten through the twelfth grade, 
Madison County Public Schools will provide a differentiated curriculum that will compact, 
expand, enrich, and/or accelerate the regular curriculum. Differentiation will be refl ected in 
content, process, and products. Appropriate experiences for gifted learners will be addressed as 
an integral part of the comprehensive educational program.

 

For questions regarding gifted services, contact 
Renee Honaker

Supervisor of Instruction
Madison County Public Schools

rhonaker@madisonschools.k12.va.us
540 948-3780



What does the term “gifted” mean?
According to the federal Javits Gifted and Talented Education Act (Title IV, Part B of P.L. 
100-297), gifted learners are: “Children and youth with outstanding talent who perform or 
show the potential for performing at remarkably high levels of accomplishment when com-
pared with others of their age, experience, or environment.

These children and youth exhibit high performance capability in intellectual, creative, and/or 
artistic areas, possess an unusual leadership capacity, or excel in specific academic fields. 
They require services or activities not ordinarily provided by the schools.

Outstanding talents are present in children and youth from all cultural groups, across all eco-
nomic strata, and in all areas of human endeavor.”

According to Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, gifted learners have “great natural ability or 
talent.”

The National Association for Gifted Children says that “Someone who shows, or has the po-
tential for showing, an exceptional level of performance in one or more areas of expression.” 

According to the Virginia Department of Education, gifted children are those “whose abilities 
and potential for accomplishments are so outstanding that they require special educational 
programs to meet their educational needs.”

All can agree that gifted children have special learning needs that must be addressed. Madi-
son County Public Schools is dedicated to meeting the individual needs of all students and 
will strive to recognize and meet the educational needs of our gifted children.  

identification



identification
B r i g h t  v e r s u s  G i f t e d

Differences in Students…
Gifted students are not always the high-achieving students and they may not always 
have the highest grades. The chart below compares traits of two different types of 
students.

Bright Student      Gifted Student
knows the answer      asks the questions
is interested       is highly curious
is attentive  is mentally and physically involved
has good ideas      has wild, silly ideas
works hard       plays around, yet tests well
answers the questions     discusses in detail: elaborates
top of the group     beyond the group
listens with interest  shows strong feelings and opinions
learns with ease      already knows
requires 6-8 repetitions for mastery  requires 1-2 repetitions for mastery
understands ideas      constructs abstractions
enjoys peers       prefers adults
grasps the meaning      draws inferences
completes assignments     initiates projects
is receptive       is intense
copies accurately      creates a new design
enjoys school      enjoys learning
absorbs information     manipulates information
is a technician      is an inventor
is a good memorizer     is a good guesser
is pleased with own learning    is highly self-critical
is alert       is keenly observant
enjoys sequential presentation   thrives on complexity

by: Janice Szabos



Virginia Plan for the Gifted
identification

The Virginia Plan for the Gifted states that all gifted students in kindergarten through grade 
12 in every school division shall be appropriately identified and enrolled in a program of 
services to meet their educational needs.

Each school division shall establish a uniform procedure with common criteria for screening 
and identification of gifted students. 

If the school division elects to identify students with specific academic aptitudes, they shall 
include procedures for identification and service in mathematics, science, and humanities. 

These procedures will permit referrals from school personnel, parents or legal guardians, 
other persons of related expertise, peer referral and self-referral of those students believed to 
be gifted.

Pertinent information, records, and other performance evidence of referred students will be 
examined by a building level or division level identification committee. Further, the com-
mittee or committees will determine the eligibility of the referred students for differentiated 
programs. 

Students who are found to be eligible by the Identification/Placement Committee shall be 
offered a differentiated program by the school division.



identification
P r o c e s s  f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  s t u d e n t s

Madison County Public Schools identifies students through the use of multiple criteria as hav-
ing potential or demonstrated abilities and who have evidence of high performance capabili-
ties, which may include leadership under the following identification category:

Specific Academic Aptitude/SAA: Students with specific aptitudes in selected academic areas: 
mathematics/logical and verbal linguistic as demonstrated by advanced skills, concepts, and 
creative expression in those areas.

The process for identification is outlined below:

Students may enter the pool by direct referral by parent, educator, peer, or other individual 
who knows the child at any time during the school year. In addition, the supervisor reviews 
all Standards of Learning, Measures of Academic Progress (MAP), and PSAT results to find 
students who have scored above the 95th percentile.   
 
Parents/guardians of transfer students will complete a form at the time of registration indicat-
ing the type of services received at previous school.

Following screening, parents are notified by letter that, with their permission, the identification 
process is being initiated for their child, and permission from them is solicited for individual 
testing and/or collection of additional data. Formal assessment is scheduled upon receipt of 
written parental permission. 

After the determination of eligibility/placement, a letter is sent to the parents notifying them of 
the decision and soliciting permission for placement. Commencement of services begins upon 
receipt of written parental permission.

Parents of students who were not determined to be eligible for services are notified by letter. 
The letter also informs them of the right and procedures to appeal the decision.



Parent Right to Appeal
identification

An appeal may be generated when a parent disagrees with a decision regarding the identifi-
cation or placement of a student. 

The procedure for the appeal is that the parent makes a written request for an appeal to the 
identification committee chairman (Supervisor of Instruction), who schedules an Appeals 
Committee meeting within ten working days from receipt of request. The Appeals Commit-
tee will review all data and the reasons for the determination of the Identification Commit-
tee.  The Appeals Committee will then determine to uphold the decision of the Identification 
Committee, require additional assessments/considerations and return to the Identification 
Committee, or to overturn the Identification Committee’s decision. The chairman of the 
Appeals Committee informs the parents and Supervisor of Instruction of the decision. The 
decision of the Appeals Committee is final.

Personnel who serve on the Appeals Committee are a central office administrator, an ap-
propriate grade-level teacher, and the school psychologist. No member of the Identification 
Committee may serve on the Appeals Committee.



identification
C h a n g e  i n  s e r v i c e s

 

The appropriateness of a student’s services is periodically reviewed and may result in continu-
ation of the same services, a change in services, or initiation of exit procedures. The supervisor 
of instructional services collects data on each identified fifth-grade student, and the Identifi-
cation Committee reviews this information during the second semester. A review of all other 
students can occur at any time that the appropriateness of services is questionable.
 
Parents are notified in writing that a review of the student’s services is occurring and, in that 
letter, are invited to comment on the placement appropriateness. The Identification Committee 
reviews all data and determines services. Parents are then notified of the decisions. As a result 
of the review, the Identification Committee may determine that a student no longer meets eligi-
bility requirements and recommends discontinuation of services to that individual. The super-
visor informs the parents of the decision and the appeal process.

Parents wishing to initiate change in placement may contact the principal or the supervisor of 
instruction and submit a written request, which is acted upon by the Identification Committee. 
Parents are then informed of the decision of the supervisor.
 
Parents may request, in writing, to have the student stop receiving services. The supervisor of 
instructional services contacts the parents to determine the reason(s) for the request and then 
informs the principal that the child will no longer receive services. The student is eligible to 
receive services at a later date upon written request from the parent.



Differentiated Instruction
services

Differentiation within the classroom is the philosophical basis for the gifted program in 
Madison County.  Principals cluster gifted students with teachers who are trained in dif-
ferentiation (whenever possible) in primary and elementary schools. Selection of teachers 
of specific content areas at the middle and high school levels is based upon fulfillment of 
licensure requirements and specific training, such as Advanced Placement.

There are several guiding principles of differentiated instruction. 
 1.  The teacher organizes instruction around essential concepts, understandings,   
      skills, and principles.
 2.  The teacher recognizes student differences in academic needs and learning styles.
 3.  Assessment and instruction are inseparable.
 4.  The teacher modifies content, process, and products.
 5.  All students participate in respectful work; essential understandings and skills are  
      goals for ALL learners.
 6.  The teacher and students collaborate in learning; teachers are the chief architects  
      of learning, but students assist with design and building.
 7.  The teacher balances group and individual norms.
 8.  The teacher and students work together flexibly; they use materials, pace, 
      assignments, and grouping practices in a variety of ways.

“Differentiated teaching is responsive teaching. It stems from a teacher’s solid understand-
ing of how teaching and learning occur, and it responds to varied learners’ needs for more 
structure or more independence, more practice or greater challenge, a more active or less ac-
tive approach to learning, and so on.  Teachers who differentiate instruction are quite aware 
of the scope and sequence of the curriculum prescribed by their state, district, and school. 
They are also aware that the students in their classrooms begin each school year spread out 
along a continuum of understand and skill. The teacher’s goal is to maximize the capacity 
of each learner by teaching in ways that help all learners bridge gaps in understanding and 
skill.” (Tomlinson and Edison, 2003)



services
D i f f e r e n t i a t e d  I n s t r u c t i o n
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The following chart represents one way instruction could look in 
a differentiated classroom.  This model provides opportunities for 
whole-class preparation, review, and sharing, followed by oppor-
tunity for individual or small-group exploration, understanding, 
extension, and production.  It is adapted from How to Differentiate 
Instruction in Mixed-Ability Classrooms by Carol Ann Tomlinson, 
ASCD 1995.



Enrichment Opportunities
services

Each school may offer, when appropriate, enrichment opportunities for gifted learners.  
These activities could include, but are not limited to:

Madison Primary School:
 • Teaming teachers to provide extended program services at the primary school   
    through collaboration with the art teacher. (Building Contact: Beth Dickey)

Waverly Yowell Elementary:
 • Providing opportunities for community service, foreign language exploratory, 
   enrichment through reading activities, and writing enrichment through a school   
   newsletter. (Building Contact:  Robin Rakow)

William Wetsel Middle School:
 • Providing a mentorship program to provide support for gifted learners when 
   making scheduling decisions, and to provide information on enrichment 
   opportunities, etc. 
 • Offering enrichment opportunities in foreign language, science, technology, 
    writing, math, social studies, and English.
 • Extension activities in reading and writing through participation in programs such  
    as Virginia Reads, The Writer’s Eye, etc. (Building Contacts:  Lisa Crawford, Ann  
    Burke)

Madison County High School:
 • Providing a mentorship program to provide support for gifted learners when 
   making scheduling decisions, and to provide information on enrichment 
   opportunities, etc. 
 • Offering participation in Advanced Placement and Dual Enrollment courses, 
 • Opportunities for higher-level thinking, rigorous coursework, and independent 
   learning through participation in the Madison Scholars Program
 • Extended electives through Virtual Courses
 • Opportunities for participation in Virginia Governor’s Schools
    (Building Contact:  Tina Weaver)



resources
I n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  P a r e n t s

The following resource books are available at the Madison County School Board Office.  To 
check out, contact Bina Fears, Secretary for Instruction, Technology, and Assessment and Ac-
countability 540-948-3780:

Awakening Your Child’s Natural Genius: Enhancing Curiosity, Creativity, and Learning Ability by 
Thomas Armstrong, Ph.D.

Creating Escher-Type Drawings by Ranucci and Teeters

The Gifted Kids Guide to Puzzles and Mindgames by Leonard D. Bright

Gifted Kids Speak Out (Ages 6-13) by James R. Delisle

The Gifted Kids Survival Guide for Ages 10 and Under by Judy Galbraith

Get Off My Brain:  A Survival Guide for Lazy Students by Randall McCutcheon

Guiding Gifted Readers: A Guide for Parents, Teachers, Librarians, and Counselors by Judith 
Wynn Halsted

Guiding the Gifted Child:  A Practical Source for Parents and Teachers by James T. Webb, Ph. 
D., Elizabeth A. Meckstroth, M.S., and Stephanie S. Tolan, M.A.

Growing Up Gifted by Barbara Clark

Helping Gifted Children Soar, A Practical Guide for Parents and Teachers by Carol Ann Strip and 
Gretchen Hirsch

How to Develop Your Child’s Gifts and Talents in Math by Ronn Yablun

Market Guide for Young Writers by Kathy Henderson

Parenting Gifted Kids: Tips for Raising Happy And Successful Children by James R. Delisle
 
Perfectionism: What’s Bad About Being Too Good by Miriam Adderholdt-Elliott, Ph.D.



Internet Resources
resources

The following resources are available and offer resources and enrichment information 
to gifted students and parents:

National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC):  www.nagc.org
The National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC) is an organization of parents, teachers, educa-
tors, other professionals, and community leaders who unite to address the unique needs of children 
and youth with demonstrated gifts and talents as well as those children who may be able to develop 
their talent potential with appropriate educational experiences. 

Virginia Association for the Gifted (VAG):  www.vagifted.org
The Virginia Association of the Gifted is a statewide organization of parents, educators, and commu-
nity leaders that advocates appropriate instruction for all gifted learners.

Hoagies’ Gifted Education Page:  www.hoagiesgifted.org
This site has many resources for students, parents, and educators.

Virginia Department of Education/Gifted and Talented: http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/In-
struction/Gifted/gifted.htm
Provides information on gifted regulations in the state as well as information on Governor’s Schools.

University of Virginia:  Saturday and Summer Enrichment Information:
http://curry.edschool.virginia.edu/centers/enrich/Saturday/index.php?option=com_content&task=vie
w&id=713&Itemid=67

Duke University Talent Identification Program (TIP): http://www.tip.duke.edu/
Since 1980, the Duke Talent Identification Program (Duke TIP) has been a world leader in identify-
ing academically talented students and providing innovative programs to support the development of 
their optimal potential

William and Mary Center for Gifted Education: http://cfge.wm.edu/
The College of William and Mary created a Center for Gifted Education in 1988 based on an under-
standing of the needs of gifted and talented individuals across the lifespan. 

The Johns Hopkins University Center for Talented Youth: www.jhu.edu/~gifted
CTY is widely recognized as a leading program that parallels, and complements, the regular school 
experience for tens of thousands of highly gifted children annually. 


